
FIlea 
THRU: R. L. Kirk and 3. N. ?%l.mxe 

Hr. Brandgun of Health CC Safety ?M.sion and the wrfte~! tisited 
-de onJamwy 8,19% to lnvastl@ethe aause of tbs fire In 
aSJlvenio sarap nhipmnttoHWat St. Lauis. The per&x13 ccmtactod 
vere I-I. Grleb, W. J. Danahue, and A. A. cannon of Sylv@a. 

On DeoemSar 23, 1953, Sylvnnla, S-de, supped 809 &i. of uranium 
acrap,wtich vas identlfled on SF 1Ol Fona 110. 4 - SYL tg MX 83 
urcminmbar and&de scrap. I 

On Saturday, hxnh~r 26, 1953, MIX vaa notified tv the American 
ibllvay Express Coqanythata orate of12 08118 ofradlo-actlve 
material fmzaSylvanl.avaa on ftiintheir dovntwnteminal. 
The f'ire vaa put out by the &press so@. Hovever, v&en it ves 
reaelved at XX, one of the cane vae still smoking. 'The contents 
of this can, according, to TQJ, us3 netal samp in the fom of rods, 
bare, and fl~%atock. , 
The number of the aan btiah caused the flm was traaed.i Sylvanla~s 
ahippIng mcords Indicated that the contents of this c& vaa "bar stock". 
Hovever, 1.i~. Donoh= said thisahipmnt co+ained sane 10;~ deuMty 
uranium scrap, preforms from SR flat plate progrmn, and'the can in 
question mlcht have cmtafned nom low density natcrl&emn thoqh 
the shipplq olip Indicated "bar stock". 

lb, Grleb eoid that on or about December 23, 1953 a preform set in 
F?r. Gatmonls office at Sayaide caught fire and burned doul.y, ife 
otated that it was the first time they Mtnesaed the actual tmmIrq 
of low density uranltm~~tal. (The miter requested a r;epart on tti 
Sylvenia ixident.) A telephone conversation rdth Kr. ?&lmen, e@.neor 
In charge of the preform work, confMwd the ea!ne sto5.g~ 

After c~ms1derabl.e discuasl~, it ma concluded that t&d fire In tie 
Rzllmy Expreso~Compm,y tar&ml at Lit. Iouls was.oaused by a low 
density reetnl in the can and pmbably xas accelarated I$ the hresk~e 
and igkdqu& pulverizatioNof ;reak preforms dux-ink h&llsg and 
S!si~~piJq i 
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